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Disease Control and Prevention, and other
Federal scientific organizations with official re-
sponsibility for public health protection or re-
search relating directly to human nutrition. The
manufacturer would be required to notify the
FDA of the proposed claim 120 days before its
introduction to the market and would have to
provide the FDA with an explanation of the
basis for the claim.

The need for this legislation is perhaps best
demonstrated by history of the health claim for
the nutrient folic acid. In 1992, the Public
Health Service reported that about half the
2,500 neural tube birth defects such as those
that result in spina bifida that occur in the
United States each year are preventable with
sufficient folic acid consumption among
women of childbearing age. One of the most
effective means of getting this information out
to women would have been on food labels.
But the FDA did not approve this claim for
food labels until 1996, a 4-year lag.

By giving a presumption of approvability to
health claims for foods based on official, au-
thoritative statements by Federal agencies
such as the National Institutes of Health and
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, this legislation will better ensure the
public’s timely access to this important infor-
mation. And by retaining the FDA’s right to re-
view such claims for 120 days before they are
made, the legislation protects against false or
misleading claims going to market.

I encourage my colleagues to join Rep-
resentatives TOWNS, FROST, RUSH and me in
cosponsoring this bill. Your support will high-
light the importance of this reform and ensure
that it is a key element of any broader FDA re-
form effort that may be undertaken in this
Congress.
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Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, in my
hometown of San Antonio, TX, tomorrow, a
close friend and colleague in the Texas Legis-
lature will be honored for 25 years of extraor-
dinary public service to our community and
State. Texas State Senator Frank Madla start-
ed life on a family ranch in the small town of
Helotes, TX. His career stands as a testament
to his values: helping others, dedication to
family, and hard work. I am proud to know
him, his wife, Helen Cruz Madla, and his chil-
dren Frank III and Marci Morgan.

First elected to the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives in 1972, Frank Madla has distin-
guished himself as an advocate for improving
our education system, protecting the public
health, preserving our environmental re-
sources, helping others with the ravages of al-
coholism and drug abuse, and relieving the
challenges of mental retardation. After 20
years of service in the Texas House, he
moved to the Texas Senate in 1993. His ac-
complishments include authoring legislation to
increase health care access in rural areas and
for indigent women and children, facilitate the
delivery of services to persons with disabilities,
create a gifted and talented program for Texas
schools, find solutions to avert a water crisis

in central Texas, and strengthen the child
abuse reporting system. These are but exam-
ples of his many endeavors to increase public
safety, streamline the delivery of essential
services, and bring health care to those with-
out it.

Unlike the Federal legislature, service in the
Texas Legislature requires outside employ-
ment. Senator Madla prepared himself well by
securing a strong education. He graduated
from my alma mater of St. Mary’s University in
San Antonio with a bachelor and masters of
arts degrees in government. From Our Lady of
the Lake University, another of my alma mat-
er’s, he received certification in public school
administration. Senator Madla is a teacher.
His first job out of college was teaching history
and civics at Escobar Junior High School.
Senator Madla, since the beginning of his leg-
islative career, has shared his academic and
practical knowledge as an instructor in govern-
ment and political science at Incarnate Word
College and St. Mary’s University. Beyond the
classroom, he has been a teacher to his
friends and colleagues, instructing us in the
positive values he embodies.

I am not the only one who thinks highly of
Senators Madla. His list of honors is too long
for me to recount here. But the variety of
groups that has recognized his accomplish-
ments speaks volumes. Organizations rep-
resenting education, the medical community,
law enforcement, and public employees have
honored Senator Madla with Legislator of the
Year and other outstanding accolades. As
someone who served with him, I can state
with confidence that these awards are well de-
served and hard earned. Senator Madla has
dedicated his life to public service, to helping
those who cannot always help themselves, to
create opportunities for diverse communities.
A quarter century of service is in itself a wor-
thy accomplishment, but when done with such
dedication and commitment, it is an outstand-
ing achievement.
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, on July 16,

1997, I was unavoidably detained and was
not, therefore, able to vote on rollcall votes
279 and 280. Had I been able to vote, I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on both votes.

During that time, I was hosting an inter-
active cable TV show with Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Donna Shalala, and the vice president
for government relations for the National Com-
mittee to Preserve Social Security and Medi-
care, Max Richtman. Secretary Shalala and
Mr. Richtman joined me to discuss and take
phone calls from my constituents on the cur-
rent congressional and Presidential proposals
aimed at repairing the ailing Medicare System.

Many of the programs contained in H.R.
2158, the Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development appropriations bill are of
great interest to me. A great amount of the
HUD housing in my district is section 202 and
section 811 housing for elderly and the dis-
abled. I am pleased therefore, that the bill
passed by the House provides $839 million for
these programs.

I am also pleased that the legislation in-
cluded $30 million for the YouthBuild program.
YouthBuild is a HUD-funded program that pro-
vides academic and skills training to at-risk
young men and women. Several weeks ago, I
visited the YouthBuild program in Providence,
RI. On that visit, I met 18 of the 20 YouthBuild
trainees on their first day in the program. I
was pleased to learn yesterday that only one
of the students I met with has since left the
program. The rest are now spending half their
time in the classroom, many preparing for their
GED’s, and the rest of their time learning im-
portant job skills as they rehabilitate a pre-
viously abandoned three-story home. At the
end of their work, the students will have
learned valuable skills and provided housing
for a worthy family.

The legislation also provides $7.23 billion for
the Environmental Protection Agency and its
important programs such as the Brownfields
Program are also of great concern to my dis-
trict.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the bill provides money
for a wide range of programs that support
science and space exploration. The National
Science Foundation, which funds a wide vari-
ety of research projects at Rhode Island’s uni-
versities, received more money than last fiscal
year and more than requested in the Presi-
dent’s budget. In addition, several NASA pro-
grams survived budget cutting. We have been
reminded over the last few weeks of just how
valuable NASA’s work is to our Nation and the
world. The drama associated with the difficult
conditions faced by two Russians and an
American on Mir has attracted worldwide con-
cern. Farther away, the triumphs of a balloon-
encased spacecraft and its breadbox-sized
companion on the surface of Mars has piqued
the interest of people worldwide about huge
Martian floods and the prospect that our world
may not be as unique as we once thought.
Remarkably, at the same time, the space
shuttle lifted off from Kennedy Flight Center,
conducted important yet risky experiments and
returned to Earth with hardly a notice.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill H.R. 2107, making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today to
thank Representative SIDNEY YATES and Rep-
resentative LOUISE SLAUGHTER for their efforts
to save the National Endowment for the Arts
[NEA] and the National Endowment for the
Humanities [NEH], and for raising the aware-
ness of the importance of both agencies to
education.

The cost to fund both the NEA and the NEH
is less than $1 per taxpayer per year, and the
return from both agencies is immeasurable.
Small grants of a few thousand dollars
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